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were usually dealt with by the Supervisors were 'delegated* to
them by the Minister, so that their work did not change much,
their authority was impaired; as became more evident when, in
March 1936, their number was multiplied by four, each Supervi-
sor having jurisdiction over only one * province' (the l provinces3
had in the meantime been, increased from seventy-four to about
ninety),, as before Gentile's reform. The Supervisor again be-
came a small bureaucrat, with the "difference that he was now
almost a personal servant of the Minister of Education.
The decree regarding discipline, issued in'October 1935, was
meant to remind every individual in the "schools, whether
teacher or pupil, that he or she depended on the Minister.
Minor punishments for teachers and practically all punishments
for pupils were till then meted out by the local educational
authorities, i.e., the Supervisors, the headmasters, and the
Council of Teachers in each school. Apart from the lightest
punishment for pupils, all were to .become now the prerogative
of the Minister, who could, and did, overrule the opinion of
teachers and headmasters, either diminishing or increasing the
punishments, suggested by them.
All these measures were meant to bring order and discipline
into the schools,, adapting the pre-Faseist, Gentilian, and revised
system of education to the latest developments of the Fascist
regime. It might seem that, after fourteen years, Fascism had
still found no need for a really sweeping reform of education.
But the appointment of Giuseppe Bottai, the Left-wing leader
of Fascism, to the Ministry of Education was a sign that some-
thing new was in store with regard to the upbringing of the
Italian youth.